
3134



132

ARTIST’S MENTORING

Making the transition from learning to 
life as an independent practicing artist 
is an exciting but sometimes daunting 
prospect. This course provides the 
essential support necessary for you to 
build an advanced creative practice with 
guidance and expertise of an experienced 
mentor. The programme is designed to 
be flexible and responsive to individual 
needs and our team of professional 
mentors provide support as you develop 
your creative ideas. Artists on the course 
will be provided with sustained one 
to one support plus opportunities to 
exchange ideas and experiences with 
fellow students.

COURSE INFORMATION
Through the course students are 
encouraged to develop their personal 
research interests to a point where they 
feel confident working as independent 
artists. In the first term students work 
with their mentor to identify and 
establish a personal research project 
which aims to build their creative and 
professional practice. This project is 
developed over the year culminating in a 
professional body of work which reflects 

the specific interests of the individual 
whilst also engaging in dialogue with 
contemporary art discourse. 

APPLICATION
The programme is ideal for those who 
already have experience in their chosen 
area of creative practice and are wishing 
to further develop their creative and 
professional engagement.  Applicants 
are invited to interview with a portfolio 
containing a selection of recent work. We 
are looking for a portfolio submission 
which demonstrates a critically 
considered and sustained body of work. 
Students should have their own studio 
or workspace in order to undertake this 
course.
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GRADUATE RESIDENCY PROGRAMME

Leith School of Art’s Graduate 
Residency is designed to support a recent 
graduate in the vital early stages of their 
career. The programme presents a unique 
opportunity to enable a resident to 
develop a substantial body of new work 
towards professional practice or further 
postgraduate study. The successful 
applicant benefits from free materials 
and a studio space located within a 
supportive art school environment in 
the heart of Leith. A personal tutor 
and visiting lecturers offer support 
throughout the year, with critical 
feedback and strategies for situating 
personal practice within a contemporary 
art context.

STRUCTURE
During the programme, the graduate 
develops a proposal of study within art 
or design practice, outlining focused 
critical enquiry and personal contextual 
research. Studio practice will be 
supported by exhibition opportunities 
and professional consultation from 
visiting practitioners. In addition, the 
graduate resident will be offered the 
opportunity to contribute to lectures, 
seminars and studio teaching with the 
guidance and support of experienced 
tutors. The resident is encouraged to 
develop an online research portfolio 

including an archive of recent works 
and relevant written texts. This portfolio 
will be available for peers and tutors 
and may be adapted at the end of the 
course to become an online portfolio. 
The Residency culminates in a final 
exhibition of works as part of the annual 
Leith School of Art summer exhibition 
programme.

APPLICATIONS
The programme is open to applications 
from current final year students or recent 
graduates (within two years) from BA or 
MA courses in Art and Design. 
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APPLYING

Applicants are welcome to contact the 
School before submitting an application. 
This can help enormously to refine ideas 
and aims, and to identify which course 
is most suitable. Open Days take place 
during the academic year where tutors 
are available to provide guidance on what 
makes a successful portfolio. 

We ask for a personal statement in 
support of your application.  This is an 
opportunity for applicants to express 
their current creative interests and 
influences and to suggest how studying 
at the School will help progress to the 
next step in their artistic career. 

A reference is also required, ideally 
from someone who is familiar with the 
applicant and their artwork. A personal 
reference can be submitted if this is not 
possible. Please ensure that the reference 
is submitted directly to the Student 
Registrar & Welfare Officer. The referee 
should state the applicant’s full name at 
the top of the reference.
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ABOUT EDINBURGH

Edinburgh is steeped in history and 
culture, and the old and new towns of 
the city have been listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Edinburgh is an 
easy city to explore and has an excellent 
transport system. 

There are many galleries and museums 
in the city, including some of the most 
significant in Scotland and all are within 
easy walking distance. There are also a 
number of theatres, cinemas and music 
venues throughout the city to suit all 
tastes. 

Artists have long been drawn to Leith 
for its distinct identity, rich industrial 
history and picturesque surroundings. 
Traditionally a shipping town, Leith is a 
vibrant and diverse community and has 
in recent years grown to be an exciting 
cultural magnet with an array of exciting 
new creative businesses, cafes and arts 
venues.

In a 2023 poll conducted by Time Out, 
Leith was voted number 16 of 40 in the 
list of the coolest neighbourhoods in the 
world!
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STUDENT SUPPORT

Leith School of Art is committed to 
encouraging and welcoming all those 
who want to learn about art and design.

We want our high quality teaching to 
be available to everyone. Our tutors 
have expertise at leading courses with a 
wide range of capability, and put great 
emphasis on encouraging and teaching 
each student on an individual level.

We understand that there may be times 
when help and advice is required. Our 
Welfare Officer is here to listen and 
provide advice on issues including 
settling in, finances, accommodation, 
additional needs and personal safety.

Our administration team will be happy 
to help with any questions you might 
have about studying and living in 
Edinburgh.
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FEES & FUNDING 

For details about our fees please refer to 
our website, or contact the School.

BURSARIES
Leith School of Art is an independent 
school and is a company limited by 
guarantee and a registered charity. 

We are committed to providing access to 
our courses to people of all backgrounds, 
experience and aspiration. We believe in 
supporting students as much as possible, 
and this also includes financial support. 

With this in mind we have a bursary 
scheme which is funded from our 
supporters and a wide range of trusts and 
foundations. 

Should you wish to be considered for 
a bursary you must first apply and 
be accepted on a year-long course. 
Bursaries awarded range between 10% 
and 70% but can be more in exceptional 
circumstances.

There is no deadline for submitting 
your application but it is advisable to 
complete and return at your earliest 
convenience as there is a limited amount 
of funding available.
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BOOKING INFORMATION

LOCATION 
Our courses take place in studios at 25 
North Junction Street (NJS Campus) and 66 
Albion Road (AR Campus).

FEES
The course fees cover professional 
tuition, lectures, models, use of studios 
and equipment, and core materials. Also 
included, where applicable, are the cost of 
entrance fees to venues visited as part of the 
course.

PAYMENT
A deposit of £250.00 is required at time of 
enrolment and the balance of fees is due 3 
weeks prior to the start date of the course. 
If the enrolment is made within 3 weeks of 
the start date full fees are payable. In some 
circumstances payment can be made by 
instalment. Please contact the Year-long 
Course Administrator for further details. 
Payment can be made by BACS transfer, 
credit/debit card, in cash or by cheque. 
Cheques should be made payable to Leith 
School of Art.

CANCELLATION
Leith School of Art reserves the right to 
cancel courses if the circumstances dictate. 
If this happens you may be offered a 
suitable alternative course, or a full refund 
of your deposit and fees. Our year-long 
courses require a minimum number of 
students to run. Courses which do not reach 
this number will be cancelled not later than 
3 weeks before they are due to start.

If you cancel more than 3 weeks before 
the start of the course your fees will be 
refunded minus the enrolment deposit. 
Once the course has commenced fees are 
non- refundable.

In exceptional circumstances we may be 

able to offer a full or partial refund. In this 
instance we request that you outline the 
circumstances in writing to the Year-long 
Course & Operations Manager.

ACCESSIBILITY
Leith School of Art welcomes students 
with additional support and access needs. 
Please contact the School for further 
information and to discuss your support 
and accessibility needs before applying.

PERSONAL INFORMATION
We will use the personal information that 
you provide to Leith School of Art:

• to administer and provide our courses to 
you;
• to process payment in relation to any 
enrolment;
• to inform you about similar courses and 
other services that we provide, but you 
may stop receiving these at any time by 
contacting us via the website, telephone, or 
in writing to the School. 

Where LSA uses third party service 
providers we disclose only the personal 
information that is necessary to deliver the 
service (Access Group database, Mailchimp 
mailing service, Worldpay secure payment 
provider, Everyone website developer, 
Egia Financial).   This information is kept 
secure and is not used for their own direct 
marketing purposes.

We will not share your personal data with 
any third party (other than with the third 
parties stated above).  

You have the right to access information 
held about you. Your right of access can 
be exercised in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 2018.

DISCLAIMER
The information given in this prospectus 
is as far as possible accurate at the date of 
publication. The programme is subject to 
change without notice. 
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